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Principal’s Message  
 

I know many of you are anxiously awaiting more news about when and how students will be 

returning to school in person. Hopefully we will have more definitive information for you soon! 

The Oregon Department of Education released an update to the Ready Schools Safe Learners 

(RSSL) guidance yesterday, which includes a loosening of the advisory metrics as well as quite a 

few other updates. Feel free to follow the link to the RSSL guidance if you want to read more on 

your own, and you can always find the updated metrics for our counties on our district website. 
We are working through the guidance and the requirements, and their implications for our 

planning. Also our GBSD School Board is meeting tomorrow night, and I am sure that will be a 

topic of conversation. As we hear more about any decisions they make, and we process the 

updates and all of the information from families about their students returning or selecting 

eGBSD, we will be able to finalize our plans at the school level. Thank you for your patience and 

ongoing support!  

 

I have updated the FAQ list below, so if needed, refer to it to see if your question is there. If not, 

please submit your question in the link at the end. 

 
Frequently Asked Questions for Reopening Schools for Students: 
What will a students’ day look like when we return to in-person learning?  

For middle school students, this plan is still being developed. For elementary students, please 

refer to this video that was sent home on January 8th. 
View Video (English) 
View Video (Spanish) 
 
Will we be doing a cohort/hybrid model, and if so, which cohort will by child be in? If the 
hybrid model is chosen, will my kids (2nd and kindergarten) be assigned the same two 
days of in-person learning? 

http://www.gresham.k12.or.us/dcd
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Ready%20Schools%20Safe%20Learners%202020-21%20Guidance.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Ready%20Schools%20Safe%20Learners%202020-21%20Guidance.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gresham.k12.or.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=9161
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NxNK6BKxHmbScU7vYo4A_980Hht4jVHS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p5ZL09nIFwSPi2kWJrcf-nnm6-lRxWWb/view?usp=sharing


We are planning to do a cohort/hybrid model for those that do not choose to continue in eGBSD 

(all online). Students will be assigned to either the A Cohort or B Cohort, based on odd and even 

address numbers. This means that students in the same household, kindergarten through 12th 

grade (when we are able to include them), will be in the same A or B Cohort.  

 

If I select the hybrid model, will my child have the same teacher they do currently, or for 
the in-person and online lessons?  
There is a possibility of a teacher change needing to be made, no matter which model you select 

for your child(ren). We will do our best to provide some continuity for students, however 

teacher assignments will depend on how many students select eGBSD versus the hybrid model, 

and how many (and which) teachers are not able to return to in-person instruction due to their 

own personal situations. There are so many moving parts, and so many requirements for social 

distancing and safety protocols, which may ultimately require teacher changes. There is no way 

around it if we are going to bring students back into the school for instruction, and we are 

unable to predict that part until we get the final numbers from families. 

 

 

Can I request that my child(ren) be switched from one cohort to another? 
At this point, we are being told to just use the addresses because of the complexity of trying to 

manage the A/B groups across almost 12,000 students, especially when we are trying to keep 

households in the same group kindergarten through 12 grade. Every little switch we make has 

ripple effects across the school, the district, transportation, food services, etc. 
 
Do you have plans in place for Champions to resume when students return?  
That is something that we are still working out as well. The plan is to at least continue to run 

Champions out of the former West Gresham Elementary building like they are doing currently, 

and they are working to identify other schools that will be able to house programs and still meet 

the social distancing guidelines. Part of this also depends on how many students select the 

hybrid model versus eGBSD. The district is also working on setting up busing options for schools 

that are not able to house programs onsite. 
 
When do we get to bring students back into the building? Does DCD get to come back 
sooner than the rest of GBSD because we are in Clackamas County instead of Multnomah?  
When we are able to meet the metrics, for both counties, we will be able to determine a date to 

start bringing students back. The rules require us to meet the metrics in both counties if we pull 

more than 10% of our students or staff from Multnomah County. At DCD, just under 10% of our 

students, and 48% of our staff, are from Multnomah County, which puts us well over that limit. 



Currently, the metrics do not allow us to start the process of bringing students back, and they 

are trending in the wrong direction to do so.  

 
Where can I find more information about the metrics?  
There is information posted on our GBSD website: https://www.gresham.k12.or.us/Page/9203 

For more information, see the ODE website: ODE Ready Schools, Safe Learners,  
ODE COVID-19 Metrics Explainer, or Oregon.gov’s info page. If you click on the “School Metrics” 

link on that page, you will see that both Clackamas and Multnomah Counties have metrics that 

are trending in the wrong direction for reopening schools at this point.  

 

Questions that are frequently asked and are still unanswered: 
When will students return to school?  

What will a middle school students’ day look like when we return to in-person learning?  

 

If you have other questions about the potential for bringing students back on-site that you 

would like me to try an answer next week, please use this form to send them to me: Parent 

Questions If you have trouble with the link, you can cut and paste this into your browser 

window: https://forms.gle/9h9Q8XZuG5a7wRYY7 

 

GBSD, and the team at DCD, are committed to doing all we can to bring the best educational 

experience to our students. This includes bringing them back on-site, when it is safe to do so 

based on the guidance from ODE. Please trust we are working hard to be ready for this 

transition when it comes. Thank you for your ongoing support from home in distance learning in 

the meantime. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ms. Keeton 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gresham.k12.or.us/Page/9203
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Pages/Planning-for-the-2020-21-School-Year.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Following%20the%20Metrics%20Visual.pdf
https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19
https://forms.gle/9h9Q8XZuG5a7wRYY7
https://forms.gle/9h9Q8XZuG5a7wRYY7
https://forms.gle/9h9Q8XZuG5a7wRYY7


IREADY ASSESSMENTS: 
We have always partnered closely with the families in our community to support student 
learning, and this year, that partnership is even more essential. Because we are asking 
students to take the Diagnostic at home, we’ll need family support to ensure they can log in, 
stay focused, and take the test with fidelity. Remember that this assessment is diagnostic, 
and like a vision test, we need an accurate assessment so we know where a child's 
strengths are, and support is needed. Any support during a vision test would make the 
results useless. We want our students to do the very best they can, on their own. Review this 
flyer to see how you can help us get the most valuable information from the assessment, and 
the table below to see the upcoming schedule. Your child's teacher will also share more 
specific information as it applies to their specific classroom. 
 
iReady Diagnostic Assessment for Winter 2021 

 
iReady Testing Calendar (Students have 21 days to complete the diagnostic once they begin.) 

 
 
 

Grade iReady Diagnostic 

K - 8th Grade Both Reading and Math diagnostics 

Week iReady Activity 

2/1 - 2/5 Begin iReady Reading Diagnostic 

2/8 - 2/12 Finish iReady Reading Diagnostic 

2/15 - 2/19 Begin iReady Math Diagnostic 

2/22 - 2/26 Finish iReady Math Diagnostic 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qfgZn6Gb0eVajEGX4wFt-ZtAZPpdlwCe/view?usp=sharing


 



 



THIS WEEK’S ART: 
Art students in Mrs. Bergan's 
classes have been studying 
the elements of space and 
form.  Last week students 
looked at different 
birthstones and learned how 
to draw three-dimensional 
birthstones and gemstones. 
An emphasis was on 
shading and value using 
colored pencils and leaving 
a highlight to show depth 
and form.  Brilliant 
three-dimensional gems 
artists!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
THANK YOU… 
To Bi-Mart for supplying the shopping bags for our essential materials distribution last week. 

To our PTO for supporting our Team Awesome program for middle schoolers. 

To Damascus Dairy Queen for helping us with ice cream certificates for our Team Awesome 

rewards. 

 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Thursday, January 28: Last Day of Semester 1 

Friday, January 29:  No School for Students, Grading Day 

Monday, February 15:  No School, Presidents’ Day 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


